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Pathet Lao Prison in the.Vicinity
¥uong Ngoi in Luang Prabang Province
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1. As of 23 Aprii 1969, a Pathet Lao prison in a cave
in the vicinity of Ban Houe¢i Sen (TH 65%1) in the Muong Ngoi
area of Luang Prabang Province contained 34 captives.,  From

23 April until 13 June, six prisoners died and were buried

outside the cave by the other prisoners. The captives were
prirmarily Lao Governsment soldiers including etbnic Meos from
Military Region I1. There were no American prisoners. There

were also about five civilian prisoners including one wonran.

One of the civilians was a village chief from Sop Gong

‘(unlocated) in the Nam Bac area. - - - .. - ' -

2. The prison was about & three-bour walk from Nuong
Ngoi (TH 5982), The cave itself was about 60 meters dezp,
five meters wide, and eight meters high. The entrance was
walled with wood and had one door and no windows. Inside .
the first door was a step down, then a second door and wooden '’
wall, There was no light in the cave, )

3. The prisoners were not allowed to talk to each othe:r -

_and were let out of the cave once a day to relieve thenselve.,

They were fed rice twice a day, and sone salt was included,
The cave was guarded by 20 Pathet Lao soldiers armed with
Kalashnikov assault rifles, One guard was on duty at xll
times at the cave entrance, while the remaining guards were
quartered in a nearby tent, Other caves in the area reportedly
held additional Pathet Lao and also North Vietnamese troops.’
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1. &s of 23 Aprii 1969, a Pathet Lao prison in a cave
in the vicinity of Ban Houei Sen (TH 6551) in the Muong Ngoi
area of Luang Prabang Province contained 34 captives. From

- 23 April until 13 June, six prisoners died and were buried

outside the cave by the other prisoners. The captives were
primarily Lao Government soldiers including ethnic Meos from
Military Region II. Therc were no Amcrican prisoners. There
were also about five civilian prisoners including one woman.
One of the civilians was a village chief from Sop Gong

(unlocated) in the Nam Bac area. = - - - -

2. The prison was about & three-hour walk fronm Nuong
Ngoi (TH 5992)., The cave itself was about 60 meters de2p,
five meters wide, and eight melers high. The entrance was
walled with wood and had one door and no windows. Inside .
the first door was a step down, then a second door and wooden '

wall, There was no light in the cave,

3. The prisoners were not allowed to talk to each othe: -
and were let out of the cave once a day to relieve themselve..
They were fed rice twice a day, and some salt was included.

The cave was guarded by 20 Pathet Lao soldiers armed with-
Kalashnikov assault rifles, One guard was on duty at all

times at the cave entrance, while the remaining guards were
guartered in a nearby tent. Other caves in the area reportedly
held additional Pathet Lao and also North Vietnamese troops. .
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IIne 3 c ul’d notCFdad .. map,-w
and all ocations are approximate,. ysis of "phétbgrapﬁ?l
Wated 28 May revénlg) cdve entrances at TH 620904"and TH = %
624902, Trails run from both entrances to a main trail
which goes from Muong Ngoi to an unnaned v:allagb at TH~
625856, There are no structures or tents in the_immediate
vicinity of the cave entrances, Villages at TH 609902 s#nd
TH 621898 are abandoned. {{hereiip_a probahld cave at TH
601905, Several builcings are under @?ees along- the north
bank of a stream between TH 602905 and TH 605905. vfao_ caval

Ixjetivity vas noted 1n,thgaimpﬁﬁiatcdviciniﬁfl ‘
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5. According to Pathet Lao soldiers, a large cave in B

d the

the vicinity of the junction of the Nam (river) N
Nam Ou in the TH 4978 area housed a hospital.

Comment: ®nalysis afs28 MRy Mptography; raveals & caver . . _

entrance at TH 495775, The cave is on .a slo e faci the

Nam Ou maaxﬁ,ﬁnﬁammﬁwsmuéfm P TIVEr] A .
light tc moderately-used trail”rids west through the .

. &bandoned village of Ban Pak Bak (TH 486777). ' Several .
buildings in the village | mtact and ‘may be used

for storage.)
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